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PREFACE

It is my purpose to write the Lives of the Governors
of Minnesota, from the organization of the territory down
to the present time. This period is. profoundly inter-
esting to every citizen of the state because the annals
of human affairs can furnish no more glorious example
of .development and prosperity. The rulers of the
state form a group by themselves and a deep interest
is always manifested in the personal history of any eciti-
zen who, by talent, character, and the discharge of civic
and public duties, arrives at the dignity of its Chief
Executive.

Such a series of biographies necessarily carries with
it much contemporaneous political history. If in all
this the writer shall be able to record facts with accuracy,
and draw inferences with candor, he will have rendered
the state no inconsiderable service.

As to the fitness of the author for this special work,
it should be stated that I have known intimately each
and every one of the govefnors of the territory and state,
having lived on terms of personal friendship with them
all. I have not only sat at their firesides and known
their home life, but from the time when, in 1860, I be-
came Secretary of State to Governor Ramsey, I have
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PREFACE.

participated in almost every campaign in the state. In
company with the governors themselves and their lead-
ing organizers, I have canvassed the state, and spoken
from the same platform with them in nearly every
county of Minnesota. I have attended many of the
rominating conventions, and have had personal knowl-
edge of the inside workings of the political parties, their
motives, purposes, hopes, defeats, such as only those who
have personally shared in their councils can understand.
For fifty years.I have studied the progress of Minnesota
and felt the thrill of its political life, and I write the
lives of these sons whom she has most highly honored,
not as a distant and critical spectator, but as a partner
in the struggles and victories of the half-century. Dur-
ing all these years I ‘have been the political associate,
the comrade and friend of the governors of our state.

I am fully aware of the difficulty of preserving a
strict impartiality under circumstances of personal
friendship. Relations of amity, or of hostility may in-
sensibly sway the mind. I profoundly appreciate the
difficulty of writing contemporaneous annals, and still
more of writing the history of men yet in the midst of
aftairs. The difficulty is not denied. That man yet liv-
ing should, in a certain sense, read their own obituaries
is not in accordance with the fitness of things. It is
the penalty, however, which high position must pay.

The design of the work admitted no exception. The
author can only affirm that he has been swayed by mno
prejudices, and was under sacred obligations to pursue
. the truth, as he understood it; and that if any preju-

VIII



PREFACE.

dices or predilections have operated upon his mind, they
have been unknown to himself.

Praise bestowed upon known political adversaries,
and disapproval of occasional conduct in the history of
members of the writer’s own party, will be taken as evi-
dence of general impartiality. I feel, too, that I have
now reached that autumnal period when a retrospect
of men and events is no longer disturbed by the pre-
judices of the hour, for years have softened to a- mel-
low tone the occurrences of the past.

The preparation of this work has been something
more than the amusement of literary leisure seeking an
agreeable occupation for a disengaged mind. I have
humbly conceived it to be a duty to the state to record,
from personal knowledge, matters which might other-
wise perish. It should be understood that the Minnesota
Historical Society has long urged me to this performance,
and is largely responsible for thus trespassing upon the
indulgence of the public. It was thought that the writ-
cr’s personal knowledge of all our governors should be
made available for public use.

I have filled some interstices with pen sketches of
some other public men, who were prominent actors in
the passing drama; but found it necessary to omit many>
equally worthy of a place in this gallery, or where would
the volume end?

The portraits in this volume are from accepted
family photographs taken at the time when each gover-
nor was filling the executive chair, or as near it as was
possible.
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PREFACE.

I am indebted to many friends for important assis-
tance throughout this book. The vast archives of the
Minnesota Historical Society, by the aid of its librarians,
have been sources from which abundant information has
been reccived. I would be wanting in courtesy if I failed
publicly to thank the secretary, Dr. Warren Upham,
and Mrs. Rose Barteau Dunlap, for their constant and
intelligent assistance.

It also is just and proper that I should mention, as
authorities carefully consulted, Fugene V. Smalley’s ex-
cellent volume, “A History of the Republican Party,”
and other kindred papers; and “The Ancestry, Life, and
Times of Hon. Henry Hastings Sibley,” by Rev. Nathan-
lel West.

With well nigh fourscore years pressing upon me,
I have yet enjoyed the literary work of this volume.
Such as these sketches are, 1 bequeath them to my
fellow citizens, as the last of my intellectual efforts, and
as a final testimonial of my love and devotion to my
adopted state.

JAMES H. BAKER.
Mankato, Minn., August, 1908.
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ALEXANDER RAMSEY

f
First Territorial Governor and Second

State Governor, was born near Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania, September 8, 1815,
and died in St. Paul, Minnesota, April
22,1903. He was a Representative in
Congress, from Pennsylvania, 1842-47;
United States Senator, 1863-75; and
Secretary of War in President Hayes’
cabinet, 1879-81.






ALEXANDER RAMSEY

FIRST TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR
June 1, 1849, to May 15, 1853
SECOND STATE GOVERNOR
January 2, 1860, to July 10, 1863

HERE is a storied apartment in our new capitol,
T the governor’s room, where hang the portraits of
Minnesota’s line of chief magistrates in silent array,
from Ramsey to Johmson. It is a sort of a State Pan-
theon for our Minnesota gubernatorial gods. Eighteen
intelligent faces gaze at you from lofty walls. In these
illuminated countenances you can almost read the politi-
cal history of our state. Each one seems to speak for his
era, and recalls the events of his day and the battles of
which he was the central figure. .

Cicero once declared that death could not come to a
man who had once been consul. Thus speaking within
the limitations of our state, a citizen may close his career
with satisfaction who has reached the highest honors of
the commonwealth,

I desire to paint, as best I may in words, the por-
trait of Alexander Ramsey, the governor who organized
the territory, to set his picture in the environment of his
times, clothed in the characteristics of his marked in-
dividuality, and with notice of the more salient features
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GOVERNORS OF MINNESOTA.

of his achievement. Forty-four years of unbroken inti-
macy and friendship salute me from his grave; and this
T trust will not warp my judgment, but rather the better
equip me for presenting a true analysis of his character.
He has already received the affectionate praises of de-
voted friends, and the generous voices of political oppon-
ents have celebrated -his lofty character. Eulogy has ex-
hausted her votive offerings, and I come late to glean in
a field so abundantly garnered.

The work he did, the influences he set in motion,
are interwoven parts of the state itself. Out of chaos he
organized the territory into official forms, and breathed
into its mnostrils the breath of life. You cannot recite
the formative periods of our history without blending his
life with the threads of the story. Like the confluence of
two great streams, whose waters are lost in the com-
mingling "currents, so the state and the man were borne
on together. A

Alexander Ramsey appeared at the right time, and
under the right conditions, for his usefulness and his
fame. His education, his experience, his discipline, prior
to his advent on this soil as an empire builder, were
such that it would seem fate herself had prepared him
for his destiny. k

If characters are modified by physical scenery around
them, then Ramsey was fortunate in the home of his
youth. He came from the grand old state of Pennsyl-
vania, settled by the -English, the Scotch, and the Ger-
man. He was from the Chestnut Ridges and Laurel



ALEXANDER RAMSEY.

Hills of the lovely Susquehanna. The blue tops of the
" great Appalachian range filled his youthful eye. The
story of William Penn had stamped its impress on the
state, and Indian legends and Indian treaties were a
part of the traditions of every Pennsylvania boy.

He had read, too, of the massacre of Wyoming, and
his youthful imagination had been fired by Campbell’s
poetic description of that ruthless slaughter. He had
thus inherited no love for the Indian character, and his
pressing proffer to President Lincoln, to take all the re-
sponsibility of promptly hanging the convicted savages
of 1862, must be interpreted in the light of the lurid
Mlames of Wyoming.

To understand fully one who has played so great a
part in our dramatic history, we must, for the hour, live
in those times, see what he saw, look into the faces of
his remarkable co-partners, sympathize with his trials,
and rejoice in his successes.

Alexander Ramsey was born near Harrisburg, Pa.,
September 8, 1815. His paternal ancestry were Scotch,
and his mother of German origin, a racial combination
difficult to excel. An orphan at ten, by the aid of a
friendly relative he obtained a fair education, which was
greatly enhanced by his strong love for reading and
study. He subsequently became a carpenter by trade; he
taught school, and studied law.

That he did not receive a complete collegiate edu-
cation, I think, is happy for us all, for then he might
have contented himself in filling a professor’s chair,
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_ GOVERNORS OF MINNESOTA.

and measured out his days in expounding the metres of
Homer and Virgil. The self-taught American, like
Franklin and Lincoln, most often develops the vigorous
and broad life so useful to the nation. Nor was there
ever a better illustration of the wholesome training of
a young man in the great common school of experience
and self-study, which is the nursery and stronghold of
American democracy, than we have in the example of
young Ramsey. He was one of those practical men who
quickly avail themselves of the grand opportunities whose
golden gates stand open, in this country, night and day.

~ He came upon the stage of active life when party
strife was raging with unabated fury. The Whig and
Democratic parties bitterly divided the American people.
The questions abrut a bank, a tariff, and the distribution
of the proceeds of the public lands, seem to us, at this
distant day, to be trivial. But politics were intense, the .
excitement great, and all were politicians, evenm the
women and children. As a matter of fact, it was not
so much measures, as men, that agitated and divided
the people.

Jackson and Clay were the illusirious leaders, and
under their respective banners the contestant: were mar-
shalled in irreconcilable antagonism. Both leaders were
men of consummate tact and management. Each held
his followers as with hooks of steel. Clay was the cap-
tain of the Whigs, and his graceful manners and splendid
eloquence held in thrall the aspiring young men of the
day. Ramsey caught the contagion which the fervid
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ALEXANDER RAMSEY.

genius of Clay evoked. The Whig party was resplendent
with talent, and in that atmosphere young Ramsey was
matured.

The famous Harrisburg convention of 1840 met in
his city. Harrison was nominated, and Clay was de-
feated. But the people rose as if en masse. Banners
floated; the air was hot with acclamations; songs were
sung, and even business was neglected. As upon an
ocean wave, “Tippecanoe and Tyler, too,” were floated
into office.

A month later Harrison died. Tyler, like another
Arnold, betrayed his party. Clay’s heart was broken,
and the Whig party was paralyzed. But the great com-
moner of Kentucky bore himself like a plumed knight.
In the midst of these stormy times, Ramsey was rocked
in the cradle of politics.

In 1840, he was secretary of the electoral college;
in 1841 he was chief clerk of,the House of Representa-
tives; in 1842, he was elected to Congress, and served in
the 28th and 29th Congresses. He was a substantial
Whig member, social, cool, cautious, and given to prac-
tical business. He retired, voluntarily, from further
service, after the close of the 29th Congress, while, sin-
gularly enough, Henry Hastings Sibley was just entering
the 30th Congress as a delegate from that terra incognita,
the territory of Minnesota.

Ramsey’s career in Congress was signalized by his
ardent support of the Wilmot Proviso, in its application
to certain territories acquired as the result of the war
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GOVERNORS OF MINNESOTA.

with Mexico. His seat was next to Wilmot’s in the
House, and, as a matter of fact, he wrote the proviso
on his desk for Wilmot, which the latter offered. No
less strange is the fact that Mr. Sibley opposed the ap-
plication of the Wilmot Proviso to the territory of Min-
nesota in the very next Congress, as “wholly superfluous.”

In 1848, Ramsey was made chairman of the Whig
- State Central Committee of Pennsylvania, and contrib-
uted largely to the election of Zachary Taylor, the last
of the Whig presidents. When that gallant soldier was
inaugurated, he at once tendered the governorship of
Minnesota to Alexander Ramsey. His commission bears
date, April 2, 1849. "

The Whig party was now moribund, dying of slav-
ery. Clay, too, was dying, and Webster had condoned
with the Slave Power. The Fugitive Slave Law was the
final bolt that slew the great army which Clay and Web~
ster had organized. Thus, it happened that the brilliant
party which had won Alexander Ramsey’s youthful love
and -devotion was waning and expiring when he made.
his advent into the Northwest.

On the 27th day of May, 1849, the new governor ar-
rived at the scene of his official duties. With something
of poetic fitness, he came, with his young wife, from
Sibley’s baronial home at Mendota, where they had been
guests, in an Indian birch-bark canoe. On the first day
of June, 1849, he issued his official proclamation, de-
claring the territory duly organized. '
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ALEXANDER RAMSEY.

Minnesota thus entered her kindergarten prepara-
tion for statehood. Then followed the detail necessary
to the establishment of the machinery of the new govern-
ment. This was the historic starting point of the new
commonwealth. These important proceedings brought
‘Ramsey face to face with the most remarkable body of
men who ever graced a frontier, Sibley, Brown, the Rices,
Olmsted, Morrison, Steele, McLeod, Stevens, Renville,
Borup, Kittson, Bailly.

How, at the mention of their names, the dead arise,
and life starts in the stalwart forms of these primeval
kings of the wilderness! If New England parades, with
pride, her Puritan ancestors, with equal veneration we
point to the vigorous, intrepid and superb men, who
stood sponsors to the birth of our commonwealth. They
were no ignoble rivals in the race which was to be run.
No stronger men ever colonized a new country. They
possessed that restlessness that comes of ambition, and
the audacity that comes of enterprise.

Far behind these empire-builders of the Northwest,
there yet appeared in the twilight of our history, other
majestic forms. We behold the saintly Allouez and Mar-
quette, glorified by their sufferings. We see Le Sueur
in the valley of the St. Peter, in his journey in pursuit
of. gold, shrouded in mystery and romance, as imaginary
as that of Jason in pursuit of the Golden Fleece.

We contemplate the reign and wars of the great fur
companies, those mighty lords of the lakes of the North.
These all are the paladins of our history. Following
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them came the era of the scientists, Nicollet, Pike,
Schooleraft. This brings the panorama to true historic
_ground. We now touch the time when some who are yet
living were co-partners in our early dramatic scenes.

Inspired by these grand traditions, and surrounded
by these stalwart figures, the young Pennsylvanian saw
that this wilderness had an epic of thrilling interest.
As he stood in this environment, what were his dreams
of the future? Did he behold in the aisles of the path-
less woods, and in the vernal bloom of the unploughed
prairies, the miraged image of that wonderful state which
is now so proud an ornament in the clustering stars of
the Union? But as yet, the scene before him was far
from inviting. There was but little to inspire him with
hope. B
He saw but a small hamlet, with bark-roofed cabins.
Savages yet walked in the straggling streets, with the
scalps of their enemies dangling from their belts. Cran-
berries and pelts were the commercial currency of  the
settlement. Oxen were the horses of the country, and
Red River carts the chariots of her commerce.

But what gave him greater anxiety than all else,
was the fact that, though he was the nominal executive
of a domain more extensive than France, yet but a frag-
ment was open to settlement. Casting his eyes upon
the map, all in reality over which he had authority was
the narrow strip of land lying between the St. Croix
and the Mississippi, bounded on the north by a line
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passing near where Princeton now stands, a “pent-up
Utica,” and the land not of the best.

All the territory west of the Mississippi was unceded
by the Indians.. Into this rich Sioux empire, the young
governor gazed with longing eyes. He immediately be-
gan to press, with zeal, his Whig friends in Congress,
for authority to make a treaty with these savages. At
last the authorization came in 1850. As a logical result
of this warrant, there followed by far the most important
event in the history of Minnesota, and destined to have
the most salutary influence upon our destinies.

The treaty was finally consummated July 23, 1851,
and was ratified by the United States Senate June 26,
1852. That day Minnesota was born again. This treaty
sealed the doom of the Dakota race in Minnesota; they
signed away their heritage, and were henceforth strangers
in the land of their fathers.

Study all the history of that negotiation as you may,
you will find that Alexander Ramsey was the essential
and controlling factor in the transaction. He was not
only governor of the territory, but, ex officio, Superin-
tendent of Indian Affairs. It is true that the entire
body of traders used their great influence with the In-
dians to accept the treaty, and that influence was pow-
erful. But the traders worked from mercenary motives.
Their combined claims amounted to $209,200. Most of
these accounts were of long standing, and were, perhaps
justly, provided for in the terms of the treaty. But the

11



GOVERNORS OF MINNESOTA.

one man, in that entire body of whites, who worked
from no sordid motives, was Alexander Ramsey.

The treaty itself was the most imposing spectacle yet
pi%ented in the Northwest. All the dignitaries of the
territory, an army of traders, speculators, editors, and all
the great Dakota chiefs, in barbaric pomp, with thou-
sands of their painted followers, were present. ~Why
it has not earlier received the historie, literary, and ar-
tistic notice it so well deserves, it is difficult to under-
stand. In the events of that day, it excluded and over-
shadowed all other concerns. It gave 25,000,000 acres of
land, 28,000,000 of which inured to the state, and this
the most picturesque and fertile on earth. The Almighty
could have made a better country, but he never did.

The ink was not yet dry on the pages of that
treaty, when a stream of immigration poured in, through
“the inward swinging gates,” and barbarism gave way
to civilization. Ramsey beheld the realization of his
dream; a magnificent destiny to the state was assured.

One of the noblest features of this treaty was, that
it was contracted by peaceful persuasion. Nearly all the
treaties of our government with the aborigines have
been the result of bloody wars, and made at the point of
the bayonet. This pacific treaty stands in all honor and
credit with that of William Penn. Not a soldier was .
present, nor were they at any time required.

All that is wanting is an artist like Benjamin West,
who gave Penn’s treaty to the world, and the scene will
be immortal. Yonder stands your new capitol, with
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“Granite and marble and granite,
Corridor, column, and dome,

A capital huge as a planet,
And massive as marble-built Rome.”

This edifice will ever be regarded with enthusiasm,
for its grace, its elegance and dignity. Therefore we hang
its inviolate walls with glorious state histories, first anad
foremost of which is the scene representing the great
treaty of 1851.

It may be proper here to note that some disappointed
traders, whose claims were not allowed, brought charges
against Ramsey, affecting the integrity of his conduct
in the negotiations. It is sufficient to state that these
charges were fully investigated by a hostile senate, and
he was triumphantly vindicated. Lethe, long since, sent
her waves of forgetfulness over the whole story.

Correlative to this negotiation, by authority of Con-
gress, in 1863, when he was United States senator, he
made a most important treaty with the Red Lake and
Pembina Ojibways. This treaty covered thirty miles on
each side of the Red River, and now includes the fertile
counties of Kittson, Marshall, Polk, and Norman, and
part of Red Lake. county, in Minnesota. Previous to
this, by his influence chiefly, the Winnebagoes were per-
manently removed from the heart of the fairest portion
of the state. By his early and persistant efforts, the col-
onist, the conqueror, the civilizer, the Anglo-Saxon, pos-
sesses the state, and the pagan is gone. What senti-
mentality regrets the change?

13
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In the period between the close of his office as ter-
ritorial governor and his election as the second executive
of the state, he loyally performed every duty of a good
citizen, serving one term as mayor of the city of St.
Paul.

The slavery question, with a potency which subordi-
nated all other political ideas, was now “sovereign of the
ascendant.” Hitherto, in territorial politics, the Demo-
crats held undisputed sway. On the 29th of March,
1855, the opponents of the Nebraska bill held a meeting
at St. Anthony, and assumed the name “Republican.”
They issued a call for a convention, which was held in
the capitol at St. Paul on July 28.

Ramsey had been very much attached to the Whig
party, and at first was unwilling to abandon it;
but from this time onward his allegiance to Republican
principles was unfaltering. More and more these princi-
ples informed and infused his convictions. He believed
that his party creed was the best for the country and
humanity. All the ills of the republic could be medi-
cated in that political pharmacy. He made no unnatural
political alliances, but stood his ground upon the well
defined principles of his party. He constantly gave his
patronage to the support of his party, except during the
period of the Civil War, when he bestowed his favors
equally on both parties, and with a discriminating hand.

In 1857, a state constitution was to be made. A
governor, state officers, two members of Congress, and
two United States senators, were the prizes. The con-
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test was sharp, and both sides claimed a majority. The
result was a double convention, but, by a flash of com-
mon sense, each faction produced the same constitution,
alike even in orthography and punctuation. Promptly
it was approved, and the arch of the state was locked
in the cohesion of granitic permanence. Henry H. Sib-
ley was the Democratic candidate for governor, and Al-
exander Ramsey led the Republican column. He was
counted out under circumstances of great doubt. The
vote, as reported by the board of state canvassers, was
17,790 for Sibley, and 17,550 for Ramsey.

In 1859, Alexander Ramsey was again the logical
Republican nominee, and was elected governor by a de-
cisive majority. He received 21,335 votes; and the
Democratic candidate, George L. Becker, received 17,582
votes. _ '

Under Ramsey’s leadership, the Republicans at-
tained power, to be dislodged but once in forty-five years.
No other governor ever so impressed his individuality
upon the state. Well did Henry A. Swift declare that
his administration “was a distinct era in the history of
"the state.” The study of his messages reveals his prac-
tical purposes, and consummate skill as a public adminis-
trator.  Extravagance was curbed, salaries reduced,
county government simplified, the school and University
lands were safely housed from the despoiler, under the
guarantees of the conmstitution. The growing and enor-
mous school fund will ever remain as a proud monu-
ment to his memory.
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His pronounced action in reference to our school
lands, as contained in his celebrated message of January
9, 1861, is undoubtedly the mest complete and forceful
presentation of the value to the state, and to posterity,
- of the magnificent grant of public lands we received from
the nation, more especially in the mode and method he
devised for safeguarding the gift, which has ever been
presented to a legislative body. He had fully resolved
that this magnificent endowment should not be squan-
dered. With matchless courage he constrained the adop-
tion of his measures. He left nothing, in this regard, for
his successors to do, but to follow in his footsteps. By
this good work, so successfully accomplished, he may be
justly regarded as the author and builder of that won-
derful school fund, which is today the admiration of
every state in the Union.

Kindred to this, and illustrating his practical and eco-
nomical state house-keeping, and characteristic of his
German thrift, was his complete reformation of the ex-
travagant and expensive government of the preceding
state administration. Our first legislature was prodigal
far beyond the state’s resources. State, county, and
township governments, had plunged headlong into exces-
sive expenditures, creating debts and embarrassing the
people. He met the situation promptly and vigorously.
He insisted that every state expenditure should be re-
duced, that taxation might not eat up the substance of
the people, nor prove a bar to immigration. His econo-
mical reforms were sweeping, even to reducing his guber-
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natorial salary one-half. The legislative body was largely
reduced; county and township expenditures were cur-
tailed ; the public printing was no longer “a job;” sal-
aries and taxes were alike reduced; and a banking law,
which authorized a currency on inadequate securities, was
swept away. Out of these radical reforms soon sprang
that prosperity which has since marked the unparalleled
advancement of the state.

In the progress of our history there had occurred
one of those sore tribulations by which so many young
states and territories have been afflicted, leaving wounds
and scars during years of regret. Our misfortune
was the celebrated “Five Million Loan Bill.” Had the
first governor of the state stood firm, and permitted no
encroachment wupon the executive prerogative, there
would  have been a door of escape. Governor Ramsey,
who inherited from his predecessor this ill-fortune, de-
vised measures to extricate the state from its entangle-
ments. An amended constitution expunged the unfortu-
nate measure from the statutes, and the franchises and.
enormous land grants were restored to the state, and by
his devices the state renewed the same to other corpora-
tions, so safeguarded as to secure us those great lines
of railroad which have so rapidly developed the state.
Governor Ramsey is entitled to the highest credit for the
masterly skill with which he extricated the endangered
state from its greatest peril.

January 2, 1860, Alexander Ramsey became gov-
ernor of Minnesota. Extraordinary events were pulsating
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the civilized world. Russia was emancipating her serfs;
Garibaldi was liberating Italy; Germany was moving
to unity. But above all, in the United States of Ameri-
ca, the revolt against the slave power had arisen to fever
heat. The Fugitive Slave Law, the Dred Scott decision,
Buchanan’s career of weakness and imbecility, the over-
throw of the Missouri Compromise, were inciting causes
for a revolution which was fated to end in blood. John
Brown’s soul, at Harper’s Ferry, had begun its ominous
march. A mighty duel between slavery and freedom
was organizing in every home of the republic.

In November, 1860, that man of God, Abraham
Lincoln, was elected president: The storm which had
gathered, now burst in fury, and on a fatal Friday after-
noon, April 12, 1861, treason fired its first shots at Fort
Sumter, the portents of the bloody carnage to follow.
For the first time the flag of the Union went down,
but to rise again, for “the eternal years of God are hers!”

Ramsey was well prepared by experience and con-
viction, for the new and extraordinary responsibilities
thrust upon him by the dread note of war. Not one
moment did he hesitate, but offered the first troops to
the President, and thus set the pace for loyal governors.
The young state became a military camp, and the roll
of the drum and the thrill of the bugle fired the hearts
of the sons of Minnesota. He issued his call, and his
call was not in vain:
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“And there was mounting in hot haste; the steed,
The mustering squadron and the clattering car,
Went pouring forward with impetuous speed,
And swiftly forming in the ranks of war.”

The unexpected exigencies required statesmanlike
abilities. With an empty treasury, he yet equipped regi-
ments, supplied batteries, and placed squadrons of cav-
alry in the field. He established hospitals, appointed sur-
geons, and sent comforts to the sick. He personally
visited his troops in the bivouac and in the hospital, and
no men in the field were better fed, better clothed, or
cared for. At each subsequent call, like the clan of
Roderick Dhu, at the sound of his bugle, warriors came
from every bush and brake. The history of Minnesota
in the mighty struggle became heroic. It was necessary
to choose an army of officers, and well did he select.
His privates became captains; his chaplains, archbishops;
his captains, colonels; and his colonels, generals.

But in the midst of this terrible war, when our flag
was almost fainting in the breeze, there came the foray
of a savage ememy in the rear, with deeds too dark for
description, threatening the desolation of the state. The
dwellings of settlers were blazing at midnight, their
paths ambushed by day. It was an orgy of blood, in
which neither age nor sex were spared.

Never was a governor so tried and tested. Never
was a young state in such deadly peril. But his energies
and resources expanded with the dangers. His Scotch
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blood was fired with the courage of a Bruce. He sum-
moned every man to the front. The plow was stopped
in the furrow; the church door was closed, or the church
itself converted into a hospital. The inhabitants were
fleeing toward the cities. The conditions of the state were
trying to the fortitude of the bravest hearts. But it is
fhe highest of all human praise to say, that their con-
stancy and courage were equal to the trial. -

I doubt if the records of ancient or modern times
give a better example of heroic deeds and actions, than
were exhibited in that dark day, when rebels were in
our front, and the savages in our rear. Our soldier sons
were falling on the bloody slopes of southern battle fields,
and our citizens, on the frontier, were tomahawked amid
the ghastly flames of New Ulm. This was the famous
and heroic era of our history, when we showed the world
“the might that slumbers in a peasant’s arm.”

Let our children of all time revive their drooping
faith in periods of despondency, by -contemplating this
supreme exhibition of patriotic devotion to the pubiic weal.
By promptness and unwearied exertions, the governor re-
stored public confidence, defended the frontier, and kept
two armies in the field, till triumph closed, in honor,
around our. faithful and chivalrous soms. These war
achievements opened the door for his admission to the
Loyal Legion, the noblest association following any mili-
tary contest in history.

It is idle to compare any other state administration
with that of Alexander Ramsey. All others, however com-
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petent the executives, are commonplace and devoid of
stirring events. Amid all these scenes of financial dis-
tress, of prostrated credit, of dire rebellion and savage
onslaught, Ramsey was ever the central figure. His cool-
ness, his judgment, his practical good sense, carried us
safely and triumphantly through the most trying condi-
tions in all the history of our state.

The roster of our eighteen governors, territorial and
state, comprises a roll of admirable men, of vigor and
marked ability. But Alexander Ramsey is easily the
Nestor of them all. His figure stands out in bold relief,
and his primacy is universally conceded.

On the fourteenth day of January, 1863, he was
clected to the United States Senate. For twelve years he
was a distinguished and working member of that illus-
trious body. He served on its most important committees,
and no senator has left a record of greater practical use-
fulness during the stirring period of the war and the re-
constructive era following.

It was his -fortune to participate in those great qﬁes—
tions of reconstruction, of resumption, of constitutional
amendments, which in their sweep involved all the issues
of the great civil conflict. Party matters were trivial;
but these demanded wisdom and statesmanship absolute.
In all of these, he obtained the high-water mark of excel-
lence. His state was proud of him, and felt a confidence
in his wisdom and pilotage, felt in no other.

As illustrative of his practical state-craft, while he
was chairman of the committee on post-offices and post
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roads, some of our most valuable postal reforms were suc-
cessfully achieved, cheap international postage was se-
cured, and the celebrated “Ramsey bill” corrected the old
franking abuse. Great improvements in the navigation
of the Mississippi river, essemtial aid to the Northern
Pacific railroad, and the most satisfactory assistance in
behalf of the territories of Dakota and Montana,—these,
and all matters pertaining to the interests of the great
Northwest, were the objects of his constant and sedulous
care.

It is proper here to remark, that, in the matter of
negro suffrage, he believed in a ballot based -on intelli-
gence. But in view of the extraordinary course of Andrew,
Johnson, in pardoning and restoring to civil rights those
who had served in the rebel army, while all the South
were determined to refuse the negro any rights whatever,
under any conditions, he felt that it was necessary to arm
these wards of the na,tibn with the ballot, that they might
not be utterly helpless, but in some measure become their
own guardians.

Senator Ramsey’s senatorial career closed March 4,
1875, having completed twelve years of faithful service.

In 1879 he was appointed by President Hayes to a
seat in the cabinet, &s secretary of war. As constitutional
advisor to the President, he filled the office with wisdom
and discretion. He thus widened his personal fame, and
reflected additional lustre upon the state he had been so
instrumental in creating.
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He was called from retirement in 1882, when the
“Edmunds bill” was enacted, the object of which was to
extinguish polygamy in Utah. To execute that-important
statute required men of consummate skill and experience.
A commission was formed by the Garfield administration,
of which Ramsey was made chairman. He resigned in
1886, and permanently retired to private life. This was
his last public work.

We have now touched the more salient points of his
remarkable history. He had rounded out a splendid
career, more abundant in honors than was ever yet ac-
corded to any son of Minnesota. With grace, dignity, and
philosophic satisfaction, he retired to private life. He
was out of the dust of the political arena, but in the full
enjoyment of the profound respect of all his fellow citi-
zens. Not Jefferson at Monticello, nor Jackson at the
Hermitage, was the object of greater veneration and love
from their fellow citizens. He had retired full of honors,
as full of years.

Now that the tomb has claimed him, what do men
think of him? Was Alexander Ramsey a great man?
Well was it remarked that, since the advent of Washing-
ton, all estimates of human greatness have essentially
¢hanged. Men are now measured by the actual benefits
they achieve for their fellow citizens, and for humanity.
Measured by this standard, he was a great man, and his
name should be canonized within the limits of our state.

He was one, and the chief one, of an assemblage of
distinguished men, who were eminently conspicuous in
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our early annals. His rivals and co-workers were of the
Titanic type.

There was Henry Hastings Sibley, his most illus-
trious compeer ; a man of culture amid barbaric surround-
ings; brave and chivalric; the “plumed knight” of pre-
territorial times.

There was Henry M. Rice, able, graceful, whether in
the wigwam or the senate, always polished, suave and dip-
lomatic. .

There was Joseph Renshaw Brown, the brainiest of
them all, a sort of an intellectual lion, who sported with
the savage Sioux, or ruled a political caucus, with equal
power.

There was Ignatius Donnelly, that Celtic genius,
whose dazzling intellect shone like a meteor; but, un-
happily, like the elephants of Pyrrhus, he was sometimes
as dangerous to his friends as his foes.

There was Edmund Rice, elegant and courtly, the
Chesterfield of his day. There was John S. Pillsbury,
honest, solid and true; the champion of the University,
and the friend of the settler.

There was Morton 8. Wilkinson, stately, gifted and
elegant; the friend of Lincoln. It is to be regretted that
his speeches were always better than his practices.

There was Cushman K. Davis, that great jurist,
whose bugle-notes of eloquence in Ciceronian periods still
live in the echoes of the American Senate, as his memory
" yet lives, deathless, in our hearts.
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And there was the familiar face of Charles Eugene
Flandrau, the cavalier of the border, lawyer, ‘jurist, sol-
dier, the Prince Rupert of the Northwest.

There was George Loomis Becker, lawyer, railroad
president, state senator, railroad commissioner, twice
Democratic candidate for governmor, a true type of an
elegant and occomplished gentleman of the old school.

There is James J. Hill, a strong, unique, virile,
monumental character, for whom a sharp claim will be
justly pressed with all the power of steam, for a high
niche in the Pantheon of Minnesota’s great men.

There is the patriotic face of the Right Reverend
John Ireland, priest, army chaplain, assistant bishop,
bishop, archbishop, and soon, we pray (be it prophet-
ically said), to wear the red hat of a cardinal, the most
eminent Catholic prelate America has yet produced, and
a splendid type of a loyal American, after the stamp of
Patrick Henry.

And we must mention also the name of Joseph A.
Wheelock, whose polished Athenian pen has heen the
brightest jewel in the crown of our literature, and will
remain for him a peerless monument, which proclaims
the pen mightier than the sword. ‘

Men such as these, and other rare spirits, of literary,
civil, and social mark, were Ramsey’s august compeers
and emulators. Yet, in some aggregate way, he meas-
ured more than any one of them; and moreover, down
deep in the red core of their hearts, the people loved
him better than any other public man. That position
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he held by the grace of God, and without the leave of
the politicians.

"Beside him but one scarcely inferior figure is to be
seen, and that is the stately form of Henry Hastings
Sibley. He was a splendid cavalier, “from spur to
plume.” He, too, is one of the august fathers of the
state. The panorama of his life, from barbarism to civi-
lization, is an unwritten Iliad. He, like Ramsey, was
the type of a man to found an American commonwealth.
These two men are the twin pillars on which the pristine
arches of the state rest,—par nobile fratrum!

There is nothing finer in the history of our state,
than when Ramsey, as governor, .summoned his old an-
tagonist from retirement, and gave him a commission to
command all the troops in the field against the hostile
Sioux, and with unlimited authority. The trust and
confidence these ancient enemies, in an hour of common
danger, reposed in each other, bespeak for them the en-
during regard of all who admire nobility of character.

What then constitutes the qualities which made
Ramsey great? His greatest gift was his strong, prac-
tical common sense. Guizot, in his History of Civiliza-
tion, says, that saving common sense is the best genius
for mankind, and has ever been its savior in all times of’
danger. While not a genius, he possessed talents of the
highest order. His mental fabric was symmetrical, and
he was ever in command of all his faculties, judgment,
memory, perception, discretion. He could apply his
whole intellectual endowment to a solution of the ques-
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tions before him. He was never among the stars, search-
ing for ideal conditions, but always on the earth, taking
clear, practical views of affairs. The proverb from Ovid,
“Medio tutissimus ibis,” was applicable to his way and
method.

He was a man with a purpose. He was one who
did things. He was a projector, as well as an executor.
He possessed a strong individuality of character, and
that character impressed itself indelibly upon the coun-
cils of the state. He was gifted with a quality of
temper that could never be ruffled. Always frank and
good humored, he might be described by Goldsmith’s well
known line,

“An abridgment of all that was pleasant in man.”

And yet, he had firmness and decision of character, and
was not easily turned from his purpose.

Though bitter invective, often descending to abso-
Iute scurrility, marked the stormy annals of territorial
times, yet he never, for one moment, descended to its
use. Though frequently galled by the poisoned lance of
partisan abuse, he never retorted in kind. His speeches
and public utterances were elevated, clean, and devoid of
grossness or defamation.

Ramsey was mnot an orator. He in no wise met
the requirements of Cicero, that master of elocution.
So often on the rostrum with him, I always admired his
plain, direct methods, utterly rejecting all ornamentation,
and by the simplest and most direct route reaching the
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purposes of his address. Like Franklin, he seldom ex-
. ceeded a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes in any
public address. While not a fluent, he was an easy
speaker. He spoke as well in German as in English,
and this fact greatly enhanced his popularity. His evi-
dent sincerity always carried conviction, and he won the
judgment of his audience. He had as few idiosyncracies
as any man I ever met in public life,—no crotchets, no
fads, and this left his faculties unclouded and unbiased.

He was a typical American, and loved his country
with a devotion as fervid as Patrick Henry. He could
say, as Webster once said, “I was born an American, I
live an American, I shall die an American.” The East,
from whence he came, was narrow; but the West broad-
ened and liberalized his ideas. ‘

The effect of the West upon the political thought
and action of the republic, is simply enormous. It is
not so much what the East has done for the West, but
what has not the West done for the Bast? We take the
sons of the East, and recast them, in stature and breadth,
free from the trammels of tradition, till they widen like
our own ocean prairies. The grand effect of the West
upon the national character, life and government, is a
story yet to be written. The "~West reconstructed
Alexander Ramsey.

Like all truly great men, he was a firm believer in
the truths of Christianity. He was a Presbyterian of
the most liberal school, and believed more in a practical
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Christian life than in creeds or dogmas. He often
quoted the couplet of the poet:

“For modes of faith, let graceless zealots fight,
His can’t be wrong, whose life is in the right.”

There was something remarkable in the general
estimate placed upon his character. Public esteem is a
lofty criterion to decide a man’s reputation. He who
holds an elevated character, before such a tribunal, is
indeed fortunate. Innumerable were the tongues in the
state which proclaimed his virtues and his safe qualities.
In the convention, in the town meeting, in the city full,
or on the remote frontier, in the church or on the car,
everywhere, the people said, without distinction of party,
Ramsey was always safe and to be trusted. Such was the
power of reputation and good character. To be thus
confided in was better than a great inheritance or bank
stock. No other public man among us ever so held the
universal confidence, except possibly Sibley. With an
intimate knowledge of our sharp political contests, I
fear not to state that, when beaten for a high office by
legislative coalitions and strange alliances, if left to the
suffrages of his entire party, he would have been tri-
umphantly elected.

We love sometimes to look at distinguished men
en déshabillé, not always in their robes of state. Let us
view him personally. His social and colloquial qualities
were of the best. In private life, he was a genial and
generous neighbor, a loving husband and a fond father.
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He was neither avaricious nor prodigal of money. He
bowed in knightly homage to women, as all true gentle-
men have ever done. '

That elegant contrivance of social life, a good din-
ner, had its charms for his leisure hours and Epicurean
tastes. The gorgeous table, the embossed plate, the ex-
otic bottles, the brilliant flowers, the distinguished guests,
the Attic salt, in his leisure hours, to him were fascinat-
ing. The salads of Lucullus, and the wines of Maecenas,
were none too rich for his Pennsylvania blood. I be- -
lieve he had the best stomach in America, and a good
stomach is the foundation of a strong man.

He was a man of marked personal appearance. He
had broad. shoulders, a deep chest, and great muscular
power, denoting immense vitality. He had a noble head,
round, well balanced and symmetrical. His face was
broad and expressive. When the “dew of youth” rested
upon him, he was accounted especially handsome; and
age but added grace and dignity to his noble appearance.

Finally, his connection with and devotion to the
Minnesota Historical Society must not be omitted in
this memorial volume. He was its patron saint from
our natal hour to the end of his days. He signed the
legislative act incorporating this body October 20, 1849,
four weeks before it was organized. His address on as-
suming the chair as first president, January 13, 1851,
is a remarkable paper, as it defined the splendid field of
our research, and pointed out, as never since, the great
“objects of this Society.. To read it even now creates an
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enthusiasm in our work, and an inspiration not to be
received from any other source. He showed how Min-
nesota had a history, rich in tales of daring enterprise,
glowing with myths and traditions, which were to be ex-
humed and gathered into permanent form. We were
to preserve the fleeting memorials of our territory; in
fact, were to become the embalmers royal to all that
is worth preserving in our history. Hence this Society
has a passion for old things, old traditions, old mounds,
old stories, old pictures, old heroes; we love to grope in
the twilight of the past, to unearth our eldest myths, as
well as to verify events that otherwise would fade;— an
employment so suitably symbolized by the motto on the
seal of our Society, “Lux e tenebris.”

Like “Old Mortality” in Scott’s immortal story,
with mallet and chisel, bending over their tombs in
pious reverence, we remove the moss which time has
gathered, ere yet oblivion dedicates them to forgetfulness.
We protect and preserve the name and the fame of all
the good sons of the state, as each in his turn requires
these good offices. That Minnesota has an Historical
Society, methodically to gather and record chronicles of
men and events, of which any state might be justly
proud, is largely due to Ramsey’s wise foresight and his
constant and effective support.

Thus have we endeavored to present the portrait of
our first and greatest governor. We have turned the
dial backward, and recalled some of the scenes in the
gray dawn of the past. We have summoned figures of
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noted cotemporaries, and have touched a few of the more
important events of his history. True, we stumble over
the images of many other distinguished men, and the
fragments of many weighty events; but the canvass will
not carry all things in a single picture. The artist has
aimed at the general effect, without arithmetical weari-
ness of detail.

Alexander Ramsey has passed forever to the “starry
court of eternity.” The grave closes the scene, and we
scatter, profusely it may be, the lilies of remembrance
upon his sepulcher. But the praise of the dead harms .
no rival, though it be generously given. I doubt if the
state shall look upon his like again, because there are no
surroundings to produce such a character. He surely
earned a name and a fame. Minnesota cannot afford
to let it die. A generous people will yet decorate his
tomb with a moment that would please the eye of
Pericles.

Ever advancing shadows leave uncovered the forms
of but few who have been active in the arena of the
state. Many we fondly thought imperishable are already
quite forgotten. But Alexander Ramsey has filled s
broad and so useful a page in the annals of Minnesota
that he has bequeathed his name as.a household word in
the homes of the state, for centuries to come.

The intelligence of his death fell with an equal
shock upon all classes of society. It invaded alike the
homes of the.rich and the cottages of the poor,—“pau-
perum tabernas, regumque turres.”
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Alexander Ramsey is dead, so far as such men can
die, and he is henceforth an historical character. We
venture thus early to anticipate the verdict of posterity,
and call him a great man; one test of which surely lies
in this, that no other has yet risen among us, who, all in
all, can successfully contest with him the palm of
primacy.

To few men is it given to witness what, in the limi-
tations of a single life time, it was his to behold. The
wilderness of 1849 has been converted into a modern
empire, better equipped than Greece or Rome, for the
people who are its happy citizens. Gladstone, in his
long life, never beheld such a transformation scene.
Moses was denied the promised land, except its distant
vision from a mountain top; but Ramsey not only saw
the wonderful vision, but he was permitted to enter into
its full enjoyment. He saw the great Mississippi valley
swiftly filled with the stars of empire. He saw the
mighty gates of the Rocky Mountains open to close no
morce. He saw twelve hundred thousand happy and
prosperous people on the very land his genius had given
by Indian treaties to the expanded state. He witnessed
what had been done, and foresaw the unwritten triumphs
of the future.

He must be measured in the completeness of his
character, physical, moral, and intellectual, in all its
harmony, by what it was capable of accomplishing, and
by what it did actually accomplish. The propulsive
force of his work still operates, and, like Tennyson’s
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brook, will flow on forever. In all that pertained to the
well-being of the state, his actions have stood the test
of time; and no other man, on questions of public policy, )
ever committed so few errors of judgment. His name
-should be recorded among the heralds of empire, as the
grandest among the founders and statesmen of Min-
nesota.

He died in the maturity of his years. The very
ends of his being seem to have been fulfilled. It was
no sudden death in the midst of life’s great activities
and usefulness, like the lamented Windom ; but was like
the close of some pleasing summer’s day, whose long
lingering and benignant light charms as it departs, .and
melts away into the rosy west, leaving upon its forehead
the evening star of memory.

Nothing could be more appropriate for his monu-
mental inscription than that placed upon the tomb of
Sir Christoper Wren, the architect of the Cathedral of
St. Paul, who lies buried in the very building his genius
constructed, and on whose tablet is this immortal legend:

“Si monumentum quaeris, circumspice.”

But Alexander Ramsey lies inurned in a cathedral
whose mighty arches and swelling dome reach to the
very confines of this empire state, which his genius may
be said to have almost created. '

On the 10th of September, 1845, while a member
of Congress, he was married to Miss Anna BEarl Jenks,
a beautiful and queenly woman, of eighteen summers,

34



ALEXANDER RAMSEY.

possessed of the sweetest disposition and the most estim-
able qualities. With a dash of Quaker blood, her
“thee’s” and ‘“thou’s” were exceedingly agreeable. She
was highly domestic in her tastes. Coming from a home
of comfort and the best society, with marked affability
and practical good sense, she at once adapted herself to
her new surroundings, and by her tact and grace con-
tributed largely to the fortunes of her distinguished
husband. Afier a noble and useful life, she died on
November 29, 1884, and with sad hearts her troops of
friends laid her tenderly away, covered with garlands of
flowers, in Oakland Cemetery.

To this union there were born three children, Alex-
ander, William, and Marion. The two boys died in
early childhood, during Minnesota’s territorial period.
The only daughter was married to Charlese E. Furness,
and resides in St. Paul in the old Ramsey mansion on
Exchange street.

The active duties of Governor Ramsey’s life having
been well completed, his last days were spent in quietness
and contemplation in his home in St. Paul. There he
was tenderly cared for by his daughter and grandchil-
dren, until death called him, on April 22, 1903.
His body lay in state in the capitol, and a multitude of
his fellow citizens, of all classes of society, came to show
him the last poscible honor. He is buried in the Oak-
land Cemetery, that beautiful home of the dead, whose
maintenance and improvement had been one of the ob-
jects of his care during his later years.
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The following Proclamation, organizing the Territory
of Minnesota, was one of the most important documents
ever signed by Alexander Ramsey. It was published in
The Minnesota Pioneer, June 7, 1849: ,

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Whereas, by an Act of Congress of the United States
of America entitled “An Act to Establish the Territorial
Government of Minnesota,” approved March 3, 1849, a true
copy whereof is hereto annexed, a government was erected
over all the country described in said act, to be called “the
Territory of Minnesota;” and whereas, the following named
officers have been duly appointed and commissioned under
the said act as officers of said government, viz:

Alexander Ramsey, Governor of said territory and com-
mander-in-chief of the militia thereof, and superintendent
of Indian affairs therein; Charles K. Smith, secretary of
said territory; Aaron Goodrich, chief justice, and David
Cooper and Bradley B. Meeker, associate justices of the
supreme court of said territory; Joshua L. Taylor, marshal
of the United States of said territory; Henry L. Moss,
attorney of the United States for said territory.

And said officers having assumed the duties of their
said offices” according to law, said territorial government is
declared to be organized and established, and all persons
are enjoined to obey, conform to and respect the laws
hereof accordingly.

Given under my hand and the seal of 'said territory, at
St. Paul, this first day of June, A. D. 1849, and of the
Independence of the United States of Ameriea the seventy-

third. ‘
. ALEX. RAMSEY.
By the Governor:
CHARLES K. SMITH, Secretary.

“t Ramsey’s first message to the Territorial Legislature,
- September 4, 1849, was published -in pages 7-18 of the
Journal of the Council during the first session of the
legislative assembly of the territory of Minnesotz (St.
Paul, 1850). Below are given a few extracts from it:

Our territory, judging from the experience of the few
months since public attention was called to its many ad-
vantages, will settle rapidly. Nature has done much for

36

.



ALEXANDER RAMSEY.

us. Our productive soil and salubrious climate will bring
thousands of immigrants within our borders; it is of the
utmost moment that the foundations of our legislation
should be healthful and solid. A knowledge of this fact
will encourage tens of thousands of others to settle in our
midst; and it may not be long ere we may with truth be
recognized throughout the political and the moral world, as
indeed the “polar star” of the republican galaxy.

Thus you will see, gentlemen, that yours is a most
interesting and responsible position, and that in your hands,
more than in that of any future Legislative Assembly, will
be the “destinies of Minnesota.”

* * * * * * * *

Next in importance, toward facilitating the settlement
of the territory, I would rank the purchase of the Sioux
Indian country, west of the Mississippi river, from the
Towa line north to the Watab river, which is the south
boundary of the Winnebago country; adding as the western
boundary of such purcnase a line drawn due south from
the lake at the head of Long Prairie river. This extensive,
rich, and salubrious region would open new inducements
for the enterprise of our countrymen; for it is considered
equal in soil to any portion of the valley of the Mississippi,
and in healthfulness is probably superior to any part of
the Americon continent. It is known to be rich in minerals
as in soil; is sufficiently timbered, being traversed for one
hundred miles on its western border by a hard-wood forest
some forty miles in width; is watered by some of the finest
rivers of the North-West, such as the Minnesota or St.
Peter’s, the Blue Earth, the Osakis, the Root river, and
others; and is bespangled by beautiful lakes in every direc-
tion. To the eye of the observer, it presents an agreeable
mingling of high rolling prairies and gentle slopes; wooded
hill-tops, luxuriant natural meadows, and abundance of the
purest water; and I feel a convietion that this country,
once thrown open for settlement, would be peopled with a
rapidity exceeding anything in the history of western colon-
ization. I would therefore press strongly upon the Legisla-
tive Assembly the expediency of memorializing Congress
upon the subject.

#* * *0% * * * *

The preservation by a community of materials for the
composition of its history, when a future time shall require
it to be written, is a task not without its uses; and when
early commenced, easily accomplished; and as mnewspapers
are the day-books of history, as well as semi-official records.
in many cases, I deem it not improper to recommend to- the
Assembly the propriety of authorizing and requiring the
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territorial secretary, or the librarian, to subscribe for and
preserve in a durable form, a copy of each and every
newspaper _that may be published in the territory. Thus
much that is interesting in the fleeting registers of the
day, and which, in years to come, will be esteemed rich
mines for the historian, can be saved for satisfactory refer-
ence and future information.

The message of Governor Ramsey at the opening of
the second territorial legislature, delivered January 7,
1851, is published in the Journal of the Council, 1851,
pages 11-21.

The message to-the third territorial legislature, Jan-
uary 14, 1852, is found in the Journal of the Council,
1852, pages 18-28.

Ramsey’s last message as territorial governor was de-
livered on January 27, 1853, and is printed in the Jour-
nal of the Council during the fourth session of the legis-
lative assembly, 1853, pages 29-37. The following para-
graphs are found near its close: ‘

In concluding this my last annual message, permit me
to observe that it is now a little over three years and six
months since it was my happiness to first land upon the
soil of Minnesota. Not far from where we now are, a
dozen framed houses, not all completed, and-  some eight or
ten small log buildings, with bark roofs, constituted the capi-
tal of the mnew territory over whose destiny I had been
commissioned to preside. One county, a remmnant from Wis-
consin territorial organization, alone afforded the ordinary
facilities for the execution of the laws; and in and ‘around
its seat of justice resided the bulk of our scattered popula-
tion. Within this single county were embraced all the lands
white men were privileged to till; while between them and
the broad rich hunting grounds of untutored savages rolled,
like Jordan through the Promised Land, the River of Rivers,
here as majestic in its northern youth as in its more south-
ern maturity. Emphatically new and wild appeared every-
thing to. the in-comers from older communities; and a not
least movel feature of the scene was the motley humanity
partially filling these streets—the blankets and painted- faces
of Indians, and the ‘red sashes and moeccasins of French
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Voyageurs and half-breeds, greatly predominating over the
less picturesque costume of the Anglo-American race. But
even while strangers yet looked, the elements of a mighty
change were working, and civilization with its hundred arms
was commencing its resistless and beneficent empire. To my
lot fell the honorable duty of taking the initial step in this
work by proclaiming, on the lst of June, 1849, the organiza-
tion of the territorial government, and consequent extension
of the protecting arm of law over these distant regions.
Since that day, how impetuously have events crowded time.
The fabled magic of the eastern tale that renewed a palace in
a single night, only can parallel our reality of growth and
progress.
* * 3 * * * * *

¥ * * Man in the present age disdains the ancient
limits to his career; and in this country, especially, all pre-
cedents of human progress, growth of states, and march of
empires, are set aside by an impetuous originality of action,
which is at once both fact and precedent. Doubtless on over-
ruling Providence, for inscrutable purposes, has decreed to the
American mnation this quicker transition from the wilderness
of nature to the maturity of social enjoyments—this shorter
probation between the bud and the green tree of empire; and
it well becomes us, therefore, in our gratulations upon present
prosperity, and in our speculations upon greater power and
happiness in the early future, to render humble yet fervent
thanks “unto Him who holdeth nations in the hollow of His
hand,” and shapes out the destinies of every people.

The inaugural address by Ramsey as governor of
the state, January 2, 1860, is published in the Journal of
the House of Representatives, second legislature of the
state of Minnesota (St. Paul, 1860), pages 163-183; and
in the Journal of the Senate, 1860, pages 113-133. It
was also printed as a separate pamphlet of twenty-three
pages, entitled “Inaugural Message of Governor Ramsey
to the Senate and House of Representatives of the State
of Minnesota” (St. Paul, 1860).

Governor Ramsey’s second message to the state leg-
islature, January 9th, 1861, is the first paper (thirty-one
pages) in the Executive Documents of the State of Min-
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nesota for the year 1860 (St. Paul 1861). In the clos-
ing part of this message he spoke of the restriction of
slavery and the danger of civil war, as follows:

One demand is the restoration in effect of the line of
restriction, known as the Missouri Compromise line. But great
objections to this concession are, that the entire South once
declared themselves dissatisfied with it, and that the really dis-
affected will not accept it today. Their demands are, briefly, a
slave code for the territories, and a recognition of slaves as
property by the free states. We cannot believe that such de-
mands are made in good faith. They seem to have been devised
purposely to receive rejection which might be alleged as a rea-
son for a contemplated revolution. Such demands are entirely
new. Even in the formation of the Constitution of the United
States it was not thought proper to admit the idea of property
in man. Can we now be expected to grant what the slave states
of that day thought it was not proper to ask? Such a thing as
a slave code has no precedent in our history. Precisely the con-
trary—Congressional interdiction of slavery in the territories—
has many, both old and more recent.

But whatever concession or compromise might otherwise be
made, the present treasonable position of one of the Southern
States, and the menacing attitude of others, the war already
levied upon the United States by the seizure of government
property by armed men professedly hostile to United States
authority, demand, first the assertion of the rights of the na-
tion, and next the recognition of the principle that existing
constitutional agreements are to be maintained, and that, sub-
ject to the Constitution, the majority shall rule, and the min-
ority must submit. After this is well settled we can with
honor and security discuss the question of new compro-
miges. * * *

It is therefore clear in my opinion that the nation must
vindicate itself and establish again obedience to the constitu-
tional agreements and compromises, through all the length and
breadth of the land. ‘

We are gathered from all the states of the Union and
almost all civilized nations of the world. We can have mno
narrow or sectional feeling. Our interests equally forbid un-
generous or selfish views. We are a young state, not. yet
- very numerous or powerful, but we are for the Union as it is,
and the Constitution as it is. We hope, we expect no frater-
nal war. The blessings of the Union, representation in Con-
gress, the benefits of the postal system, the honors to be won
in the various departments of national service, these every
state may participate in, but it is unnecessary to force them
upon an unwilling people. But the territory, the forts, the
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arsenals, the dock-yards, public buildings, ships of war, revenue
cutters, and the revenue, these belong to the whole nation,
and these the nation can hardly relinquish with honor.

Such I believe to be the sentiment of the whole people of
our state, and it may be well for the legislature now assembled,
by some solemn act, in fitting terms to express our undivided
attachment to the Constitution and the Union of our fathers
and our willingness to contribute whatever of moral or material
influence we have to preserve them, now and forever, one and
inseparable.

The third annual message of Governor Ramsey to the
state legislature of Minnesota, delivered January 9th,
1862, forms thirty-two pages at the beginning of the
Executive Documents of the State of Minnesota for the
year 1861 (St. Paul, 1862). In this message he gave
the following approval of the establishment of the na-
tional banking system.

* * * Qur experience, in common with that of all the
Western States, has prepared us to receive with unanimous
favor the excellent suggestions of the secretary of the United
States treasury, looking to the issue of treasury notes upon
the credit of the United States, to be used under proper restric-
tions for banking purposes, by responsible parties agreeing to
their redemption. This scheme, if adopted, will probably solve
the difficult problem of Western banking.

It will furnish an unimpeachable currency of equal value
everywhere, and besides the manifest advantages of a uniform
‘and familiar medium of circulation over the endless and per-
plexing variety of issues mow current. it promises a final re-
lief from the recurrence of the enormous losses which are now

suffered by our people, with the periodical explosion of the
banks.

Concerning the state school fund to accrue from sales
or leases of the public school lands, he said:

A just and liberal spirit ought to pervade all the laws
enacted for the sale or rent of the school lands; alike without
invidious discrimination against one class, or in favor of an-
other. If the provisions of the present law bear unequally upon
the lessees, they might perhaps be so modified as to remedy
cases of individual hardships. But this should be done with a
striet view to the paramount public interest involved. It is ob-

41



GOVERNORS OF MINNESOTA.

.vious that if any considerable school fund is to be realized to
the state, for a number of years, the utmost circumspection
must be observed, in the disposition of the class of lands which
have now reached a respectable value.

My own views upon this subject have been urged at so
great length heretofore, that it is. unnecessary to repeat them.
But I should be unfaithful to a strong conviction of duty, if
I failed to inculcate once more upon the representatives of the
people the necessity of the most rigid and scrupulous guardi-
anship of the sacred trust which the Constitution confides to
you in the management of the school lands, and to admonish
you against any attempts disguised under any pretext, to in-
duce you to sacrifice the interests of the school fund.

On account of the Sioux outbreak, which began
August 18, 1862, an extra session of the legislature was
called by Governor Ramsey. His message, delivered on
the first day of the session, September 9, was printed as
a pamphlet of twenty-four pages and also as the first
paper (fifteen pages) in the Executive Documents of the
State of Minnesota for the year 1862. It was devoted
almost entirely to a history of the outbreak, the means he
had employed to check it, and recommendations of fur-
ther action by the legislature. The following are ex-
tracts from it:

The circumstances of this outbreak give it an aspect of
wanton malignity and perfidy scarcely paralleled, if at all,
even in the tragic annals of Indian crime.

* * * * * * * *

The outbreak of the Sioux occurred at a time when we
were little prepared in many respects to meet so sudden an
emergency. Fortunately, we had just raised a considerable part
of the new levies ordered by the President. But most of these
were farmers taken from the thick of the pending harvest, and
had enlisted on the promise of a furlough to the first of
September to secure their crops, and so large a part of the
volunteers were absent at the time, that the forces sent had
to be made up of fragments of different companies and regi-
ments.

A still more serious embarrassment was felt at the outset
from the want of arms and ammunition. Application was, how-
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‘ever, immediately made by telegraph to Washington, St. Louis,
and the governors of adjoining states, and in addition to sup-
plies received from regular sources, I am much indebted to
the governor of Wisconsin for a prompt response to my re-
-quest for cartridges.

* 3 * * * * * *

It is estimated that five hundred persons of every age and
sex perished, and worse than perished, by the hands of these
‘remorseless butchers in the course of the two or three days
succeeding the outbreak, before their progress was checked by
our forces; and hundreds of them lie yet unburied where they
fell, hidden in the grass and bushes of prairies and ravines.
Many, doubtless, in the attempt to escape, have become lost,

or fainting from exhaustion and terror have died from starva-
tion.
* * * * * * * *

Our course then is plain. The Sioux Indians of Minnesota
must be exterminated or driven forever beyond the borders of
the state.

The public safety imperatively requires it. Justice calls for
it. Humanity itself, outraged by their unutterable atrocities,
demands it. The blood of the murdered cries to Heaven for
vengeance on these assassins of women and children. They
have themselves made their annihilation an imperative neces-
sity. Faithless to solenm treaty obligations, to old friendships,
to the ties of blood, regardless even of self interest when it
-conflicts with their savage passions, incapable of honor, of truth
or of gratitude; amenable to no law; bound by no moral or so-
-cial restraints—they have already destroyed, in one monstrous
-act of perfidy, every pledge on which it was possible to found
-4 hope of ultimate reconciliation.

They must be regarded and treated as outlaws. If any
:shall escape extinction, the wretched remnant must be driven
‘beyond our borders and our frontier garriscned with a force
sufficient to forever prevent their return.

On January 7, 1863, Ramsey delivered his last an-
nual message as governor. It was published as a paper
of thirty-two pages in the Executive Documents of the
State of Minnesota for the Year 1862. A few passages
from it are as follows:

It is a source of excusable pride, we trus#t, to every Min-
nesotian that his state, which in 1850 had a population of only
5,000, should, within the last few months, have been able to
furnish the federal government with an army of 12,000 men,
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while at the same time she unaided crushed out the most form-
idable Indian uprising known in history.
Can we over-estimate the future of such a people?

* * * *

Amid the gloom which has during the past year enshrouded
our distracted country, and the scenes of savage carnage which
have devastated the fairest portions of our own state, it is,
at least, some. consolation for us to know that Minnesota has
continued promptly to respond to the demands of the nation;
that in these days of our peril the work of recruiting has
rever flagged; that while the scalping knife of the savage was
destroying their loved ones at home, that while their burning
cottages were lighting up the midnight hour, her sons have
followed their banner to the front, upon the banks of the Po-
tomae, or met a soldier’s death upon the victorious fields of the
Southwest, and their gallant exploits have won for our state
‘an imperishable name.

We may almost say, that today the sun in his course
shines upon no American bondsman. By the Proclamation of
the President, the shackles have fallen from the limbs of nearly
every slave.

For the first time in the history of the American Republic,
we are in deed, as we long have been in name, a nation of
freemen.

Other addresses, reports, and papers by Ramsey are
as follows: . '

Reports to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, by
Luke Lea and Alexander Ramsey, dated at Mendota,
Minnesota territory, August 6, 1851, transmitting treaties
with the Sioux Indians, and by Governor Ramsey, dated
at St. Paul, November 7, 1851, transmitting a treaty
with the Chippewas at Pembina; published in Executive
Documents of the Senate of the United States, first ses-
sion of the Thirty-second Congress, Volume III, forming
respectively pages 278-284 and 284-288 (Washington,
1852). ‘

Inaugural Address as mayor of St. Paul, published
in the Daily Minnesota Pioneer, April 12, 1855.
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Address delivered at the Second Annual Territorial
Fair, in Minneapolis, October 8-10, 1856; published as
a pamphlet of twenty-two pages (St. Paul, 1857).

Address delivered at the Grand Celebration in the
City of St. Paul, September 1, 1858, in commemoration
of the laying of the Atlantic telegraph cable; published
in a pamphlet of twenty-two pages (St. Paul, 1858), the
address of Governor Ramsey being in pages 12-16.

Address in the United State Senate, on a Bill to
amend the Postal Laws, delivered February 11, 1867;
published in the Congressional Globe, second session,
Thirty-ninth Congress, pages 1145-6. :

Address in the United States Senate, introducing
Memorial Resolutions in honor of Daniel Norton, de-
livered January 24, 1871 (Congressional Globe, third
session, Forty-first Congress, page 694).

Report of the Secretary of War (House of Repre-.
sentatives, Forty-sixth Congress, third session, Ex. Doc.
1, Part 2), in four volumes. The report of Governor
Ramsey, as secretary of this department, dated November
19, 1880, forms pages iii-xxvii in Volume I.

First and Second Reports of the Utah Commission,
dated August 31, 1882, and November 17, 1882; pub-
lished in the Report of the Secretary of the Interior, sec-
ond session, Forty-seventh Congress, pages 1003-1005
and 1005-1009 (Washington, 188?).

The following papers, read by Ramsey before the
Minnesota Historical Society, are published in its series
of Historical Collections:
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Our Field of Historical Research, an address at the
Annual Meeting of the Society, January 13, 1851 (Vol-
ume I, 1872; pages 43-52, 1902, pages 25-32).

The Origin and Growth of the Minnesota Historical
Society, an address at its annual meeting, January 13,
1896 (Volume VIII, pages 41-44).

Address at the Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniver-
sary of the Organization of the Minnesota Historical So-
ciety, November 15, 1899 (Volume IX, pages 555-558).
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